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A Home for Veterans:

Special to the News

As J.E. Lanier Post 27 begins
another year of service, the lead-
ership team is also looking toward
an important goal: establishing a
permanent home for the Post and
the veterans and families it serves.

For years, Post 27 has worked
diligently to serve the Richmond
Hill community despite not having a
building of its own. The good news is
that they have land that was donated

Post currently pays to use facilities
throughout the Richmond Hill area
for meetings, programs, training,
and community activities. While the
Post is grateful for the facilities and
organizations that have welcomed
us, the need for a permanent home
has become increasingly clear.

The Post’s original “BIG IDEA”
remains a vision for the future.
However, recognizing the financial
realities of that larger project, Post 27

The Next Chapter for Post 27

while still providing the space our
veterans and families desperately
need.

Our hope this year is to take
meaningful steps toward making
that vision a reality.

A permanent Post home would
be more than a building. It would
be a place where veterans and their
families can feel that they belong—a
place to call home. It

by the family of KIA/POW WWII
Veteran, EM2 Mason C. Poston. The

is now preparing to pursue a second

building plan that is more achievable PoST continues on 3

“STATE OF THE COMMUNITY” HELD AT RICHMOND HiLL CiTY CENTER
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At the Bryan County Chamber of Commerce’s State of the Community event Friday, keynote speaker Dr. Michael Toma shared

a compelling look at the economic momentum shaping the region. Since 2020, Bryan County has experienced 16% population
growth, five times faster than the national rate.And that momentum is expected to continue. According to the Georgia Tech Hous-
ing Study, Bryan County’s population is projected to reach approximately 62,000 by 2031, nearly 20% higher than today. Employment
is expected to grow even faster, increasing by an estimated 60% during that same period. Growth also brings tremendous oppor-
tunity. Bryan County currently experiences retail leakage to surrounding counties. Reducing that leakage by just 5% could poten-
tially increase local sales by 20-30%, keeping more dollars within our community and supporting local businesses. Meanwhile, the
Savannah region is projected to become home to the largest and most active port on the Eastern Seaboard by 2031, further acceler-
ating economic and employment opportunities. (Meredith Ryncarz/Southeastern Sports Photography).

Data centers
spur on power
grid expansion

in SE Georgia

Lucille Lannigan

Reporter

EFFINGHAM COUNTY - Effingham
County’s OpenAl data center could even-
tually use enough electricity to power more
than 2 million American homes or a major
city.

How will the county’s - the region’s —
power grid support such a large project?

At 3,200 megawatts of power (3.2 giga-
watts), Project Camellia will be among the
largest data center projects in the U.S., but
it’s just one piece of Georgia’s data center
boom. The state now has one of the highest
concentrations of data centers in the U.S.
To meet their staggering energy demands,
Georgia is rapidly expanding its power grid,
including transmission and natural gas proj-
ects in Effingham County.

“We are transforming our system really
rapidly,” Jennifer Whitfield, a senior attorney
at the Southern Environmental Law Center,
said. “This has the potential for real harm
for communities. That can be air pollution

GRID continues on 16

Ogeechee Riverkeeper opens annual photography contest

Special to the News

Ogeechee Riverkeeper (ORK) invites
photographers to submit their best work
for its annual photo contest, showcasing
the phenomenal range of views and wildlife
in the 5,500 square mile Ogeechee and
Canoochee River basin. The photographs
should highlight the area’s rich ecological
features that provide vital habitats for more

than 160 rare plant and animal species.
ORK encourages entries from all 20 coun-
ties within the watershed.

The 2026 guest judges are Steve and
Anna Bliss. Steve Bliss is an artist and
photographic educator. He recently retired
after a 30-year career teaching and admin-
istrating at the Savannah College of Art
and Design. Over the course of his career,

including those from the Museum of

and the Southern Arts Federation. His
photographs, digital images, and various
works on paper are in the collections of

and internationally.

he received a number of grants and awards,

Contemporary Art of Georgia, the Georgia
Council for the Arts, Polaroid Corporation,

Anna Bliss is a photographer based in
Savannah, Georgia. She started making
pictures in the sixth grade with a plastic
camera and pretty much never stopped.
She studied photography at the Maine
Media Workshops in Rockport, Maine, and
received a BFA in graphic design from the

museums and private collectors, nationally

CONTEST continues on 18

HELP US BE A BETTER NEWSPAPER:

Write a note to tell us how we're doing. Email
“ Andrea Gutierrez at editor@bryancountynews.
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FOOTBALL PREVIEWS: BRYAN
County, RicHMOND HILL

See inside for more.

Richmond Hill Branch

Not all applicants will qualify.
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