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Back to School Expo slated for July 21
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Editor

In a brief meeting Tues-
day, the Bryan County
Board of Commissioners
approved several items,
including the two-item
Consent Agenda, a Library
Board appointment and an
amendment to the Bulloch
County Water & Sewer

EXPO continues on 2
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Tradeport East wastewater
plant meeting sparks debate

agreement.
The Board also notably
approved a bid towards
Lucille Lannigan the Harris Trail Road and
Reporter Timber Trail Road Sig-

RICEBORO — As the Liberty County De-
velopment Authority weighs a new potential
discharge point for its Tradeport East Water

nal and Sidewalk Project
totaling $718,896.95 from
Platinum Paving and Con-

crete, LLC.

The project aims to
provide a traffic signal at
the intersection of Harris
Trail and Timber Trail
Roads, as well as the addi-
tion of a five-foot sidewalk
along the southeast side of
Timber Trail Road. This
initiative is a joint project
between Bryan County
and the City of Richmond
Hill.

The Commissioners
also approved a motion to
authorize staff to “negoti-
ate and execute” a contract
with Peek Pavement, LLC
for $209,696.08 towards
the 2025 Road Striping
Project. According to the
motion, the project will
be funded by 2025 LMIG-
SAP funds, which were
received by Bryan County
in August 2025, alongside
grant match funding from
TSPLOST.

And the approved Wa-
ter & Sewer amendment

Reclamation Facility, Riceboro residents
are asking: If people along the Laurel View
River objected to treated wastewater enter-
ing their waterway, why should the North
Newport River be any different?

That question loomed over a public
meeting, Monday evening, at the Riceboro
Youth Center, where about 200 residents
gathered to learn about the project and voice
concerns about the future of a river that has
long been intertwined with the community’s
industrial past.

The LCDA is now evaluating the North
Newport River as a possible discharge
location after months of opposition from
residents near the Laurel View River, the
project’s original focus. ’ - &

Officials stressed that no decision has Xl : > X / i ws
been made and the authority requested a ) o
wasteload allocation from the Georgia En- Nearly 200 people attended the meeting at the Riceboro Youth Center (Photos/Pat Donahue).
vironmental Protection Division, a process
expected to take six to nine months.

Questions from residents ranged from
long-term water quality monitoring to fish-
ing safety and what kind of growth the water
reclamation facility would attract.

“We're just as passionate about the North
Newport River,” Cerenity Morris, a lifelong
Riceboro resident, said, prior to the meeting.
“This is our home. If these people don’t want
it in their river, why does that make it okay
for it to be in our river?”

Officials said the facility would undergo
regular daily, weekly and monthly monitor-

- -
- ~
r

ing required under state permits. The LCDA
also recently announced new water quality
monitoring partnerships with both the
Ogeechee Riverkeepers, an environmental
nonprofit, and Water Environment Consul-
tants, a South Carolina-based firm.

Why the North Newport?

LCDA Chief Executive Officer Brynn
Grant said evaluating the North Newport
became necessary because conditions have
changed since planning for the wastewater
facility began about 20 years ago.

“It was believed the North Newport
wouldn’t be an option because there were
already large industrial discharges there,”
Grant said. “Circumstances have changed,
and it was our responsibility to evaluate
every potential option.”

The main changed circumstance is the
closure of the International Paper Mill in
September 2025. It had been in the com-
munity since 1968 and was permitted to
BID continues on 2

MEETING continues on 3

HELP US BE A BETTER NEWSPAPER:

Write a note to tell us how we're doing. Email
Andrea Gutierrez at editor@bryancountynews.
om

EAT LocAL!

Volume 42, Issue 29

9 324'" 3

1868"31

Read about Bubba’s Bistro on page 12.

(@)

www.bryancountynews.com

B

Richmond Hill Branch

11090 Ford Ave. | (912) 756-0214 | www.geovistacu.com:

°
G EOYISta Not all applicants will qualify.
k! CREDIT UNION

*certain restrictions may apply | FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA NMLS #597




2 — BRYAN COUNTY NEWS (Richmond Hill, Ga.) — THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026
[ ]
Bid

Continued from page 1

“revises the cost sharing of the original Water & Sewer
agreement between Bryan County and Bulloch County
and allocates initial water and sewer capacity to Bulloch
County”

In other news

Bryan County Library Board member Martha Coffield was reappointed to the
Board for a full term, starting July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2029. Coffield initial-
ly served to fill a vacated position.

Towards the end of the meeting, Bryan County Tax Assessor Liz Todd gave a
special presentation regarding the new tax assessment notice, which is said to be

> %

“different from last year’s” as a result of HB 581 and so might be confusing for home-

owners.

CALL 912-876-2566 TO SUBSCRIBE

“The purpose of getting the notice is to show the [property] value,” noted Todd in

her presentation.

More information can be found online at the Bryan County Tax Assessor’s web-

page.

During public comments, Richmond Hill resident Amy Mitchell again pleaded
to the Commissioners to consider taking action to “protect Bryan County’s historic
resources from demolition, neglect, and serious alterations.

Andrea Gutierrez is the managing editor of the Bryan County News. Reach her at

editor@bryancountynews.com.

EXpO community partnerships that make Bryan County such
a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family”

Hosted at the Richmond Hill City Center, the expo
continues the venue’s commitment to serving as a gath-

ering place for community events that strengthen local

Continued from page 1

connections.

“The Richmond Hill City Center was created to be a place where our community
comes together, and the Back to School Expo is a perfect example of that mission
in action,” said April Cameron, general manager of the Richmond Hill City Center.
“We're excited to welcome families, businesses and community organizations for an
event that helps students begin the school year with the resources, encouragement

and support they need to succeed.”

Vendor and sponsorship opportunities remain available for businesses and or-
ganizations interested in participating. Sponsors receive event recognition, market-
ing promotion, social media exposure, premium booth placement and additional

visibility throughout the event.

For more information about attending, becoming a vendor or sponsorship op-
portunities, contact the Bryan County Chamber of Commerce at (912) 756-3444 or

visit the Chamber’s event calendar.

State rep talks proposed property tax change in Richmond Hill

Staff Report

RICHMOND HILL - A proposed
property tax change could make Bryan
County homeowner’s tax bills more
predictable, according to a local state
representative.

District 164 Rep. Ron Stephens talked
about the plan Monday during a “May-

or’s Table” community forum in Rich-
mond Hill, hosted by Mayor Kristi Cox.

Stephens said a proposed ballot mea-
sure would freeze school property taxes
based on 2025 values.

He said the goal is to help protect
homeowners from seeing their tax bills
rise as home values increase.

FT. STEWART

“Your value of your home will con-
tinue to go up as you want it to, but your
taxable value will be another column
over to one side, and it’ll be frozen for
as long as you stay in your home, unless
you make major additions, that kind of
stuff;” Stephens said.

Stephens said voters in both Bryan

and Chatham counties will have the
chance to weigh in on the proposal
this November. He also said the change
would make school property taxes
consistent with other existing local tax
freezes.

Winn Hospital welcomes new commander Montgomery

Col. Alex Montgomery signs on as the new commander for Fort Stewart’s MEDDAC and Winn Army Community Hospital. (Photos/Pat

Donahue).

Pat Donahue

Coastal Courier

Col. Alex Montgomery said he is
excited to lead Winn Army Communi-
ty Hospital and MEDDAC, or Medical
Department Activity. For Col. Margaret
Berryman, it was another bittersweet
farewell.

The command of Winn Army Com-
munity Hospital changed from Col.
Berryman to Col. Montgomery at Fort
Stewart’s Cashe Garden on Wednesday
morning.

Col. Berryman will become the
chief of staft for Brig. Gen. Jamie Burk,
commander of the U.S. Army Medical
Readiness Command, East, at Fort
Belvoir, Va., and who presided over
Wednesday’s ceremony.

“I feel blessed to be here today and
excited to be a part of this community;’
Col. Montgomery said, “a part of this
command and excited to get after it
and help this community continue to
enhance warfighter health and readi-
ness for Fort Stewart and Hunter Army
Airfield”

Col. Montgomery brings 22 years
of health care experience to command
of Winn and Fort Stewart’s MEDDAC,

having last served as the senior oper-
ations officer for the Defense Health
Agency.

“Nothing really prepares you for such
an awesome leadership opportunity;’
he said. “But I'm excited to be here and

be part of this command that has great
leaders, great support.”

Not only were members of her family,
including her mother, present for the
ceremony, but so were the people Col.
Berryman grew to know through Scout-
ing USA.

“This is a great Army community,’
she said. “This one is special. It's been a
blessing just to be here”

Col. Berryman said she had pride
and gratitude for what her team accom-
plished during her two years in com-
mand.

“It’s been an honor of a lifetime to
lead this amazing, winning team and
to be part of this community;” she said.
“We call this the winning team, for a
reason. Every single member of this
team continues to show up every single
day and provides exceptional care to our
warfighters and all the patients entrusted
to our care. We have an amazing team of
professionals dedicated to our mission.”

Col. Berryman praised her successor,

calling Col. Montgomery a phenom-
enal leader. She also praised the part-
nerships built with the community and
other health care providers, such as
local hospitals, over the last two years.

“What we do is a team sport,” she
said. “It requires great partnerships
with our community and our local
hospitals. It is so critical we have that
strong partnership with all of our com-
munity leaders to make sure we accom-
plish our mission.”

Brig. Gen. Burk commended Col.
Berryman for her winning bucket
list and creative thinking, promoting
healthy recreation and wellness pro-
grams and community engagement.
She left an exceptional team and estab-
lished a foundation of excellence and
commitment to the mission, Brig. Gen.
Burk added.

Col. Montgomery brings a “proven
track record” and “a wealth of experi-
ence to this role,” Brig. Gen Burk said.

“I have full confidence in your ability
to guide this MEDDAC to even greater
heights,” he added. “We are not just
delivering health care, we are building
trust, trust within our patients, trust
within our ranks and trust within the
Army we serve. Under your leadership,

I have no doubt Winn will keep win-
ning.”

As commander of WACH and
MEDDAC, the health care of more than
20,000 soldiers and family members,
and thousands of retirees, now falls
upon Col. Montgomery.

“It’s a huge task,” he said, “but we have
a great team here. The whole team here
is just amazing. I've been here two weeks
and have been extremely impressed with
what they do on a daily basis.”

Though all of the 3rd Infantry Di-
vision’s units are at home for the time
being, Col. Montgomery also is aware
of how fast things can change with the
division - and how fast things move
with the division.

“I don’t know that anything can pre-
pare you to be a part of the 3rd ID, other
than to be a part of the 3rd ID,” he said.
“The tempo here is like no other. 'm
excited to be a part of it

Pat Donahue is the editor and general
manager of the Coastal Courier.

Brig. Gen. Jamie Burk passes the MEDDAC colors to Col. Alex Montgomery, signifying
Col. Montgomery’s new role as commander of MEDDAC and Winn Army Community
Hospital.
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