ARTS AND CULTURE

Savannah Music Festival

By Lesley Francis

from Wednesday March 25 - Sunday April 5,2026. The Festival is now in its 37th

year and Executive Director Sinisa Ciric comments, “I'm thrilled to welcome SMF
patrons and adventurous live music fans to our 2026 season. Throughout my 15 years
in Savannah, Savannah Music Festival remains a cornerstone of Savannah’s cultural
calendar” Savannah Music Festival celebrates and represents musical diversity, and
this 12-day celebration of live music brings performances from the two most globally
recognized American music - blues and jazz.

I ater this month, 2026's Savannah Music Festival (SMF) returns to the Hostess City

Highlights of the 2026 festival lineup include theater shows by Pat Metheny, Lucius,
Old Crow Medicine Show;, Larkin Poe, The Robert Cray Band, Sierra Hull & John

Craigie, Christone “Kingfish” Ingram, and a collaborative concert with the Savannah
Philharmonic Orchestra & Chorus featuring soloist and SMF Associate Artistic Director
Philip Dukes. Additional organizational collaborations include the presentation of past
prize winners from American Traditions Vocal Collection in a special Broadway Week
kickoff concert, and Hilton Head International Piano Competition for an opening
night recital by Jonathan Mamora.

The 2026 season's Community Impact programs offered by this nonprofit organization
include a variety of engagements: an opening day student band showcase and
second line, master classes specifically for participants of the SMF Jazz Academy, and
"Encounters" artist talks and Q&As. Furthermore, family-friendly concerts will feature

a dedicated Fun Zone for younger attendees.

Artistic Director Ryan McMaken remarks, “Our annual celebration of live music will
be a joyous one, featuring more than 20 SMF debuts alongside notable artists
returning with new projects. We are honored to present some of the world's
greatest in roots music, classical, and jazz”

Savannah Music Festival tickets start at $37 and can be purchased online at
savannahmusicfestival.org, by phone at 912.525.5050 or in person at the Savannah
Box Office, located at 216 E. Broughton St. ll
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S DA Y CALENDAR OF EVENTS

! Sele&tion of Beer, |
" Wine, and Spirits

Fri. March 6-Thurs. March 12
Rhea Lana's of Savannah Family Shopping Event

@Richmond Hill City Center ;
You re invited to shop atRhea Lana's - the Nation's Premier 488888 the family for an aften

’tﬁtks bakesale,y{dsa

Sat. March 28
Sprmg Fling 2026

60-90%offretaill Since eachitem is mspected you canrely on hlg Lo

uali chx!dren s clothln and more at unbeatable prices!
_pcans v g e
“(“5 vited! Bring the
ichmond H|II Public! Igbrary i There wil hea pettmg 200,
The book room (and’beyond) will be open forb bauhce houses, and fresh prod "B
buying. Stop by to find new-to-you bool =1 Time: 12-4pm
DVDs at bargain prices! Sat. April 4
Time: 2-4:30pm Richmond Hill Garden Club Spring Plant Sale
Fri. March 20 y @J.F. Gregory Park
Mini Junior Ranger Camp: Eco Explorers "8 Come fill your garden with some beautiful plants! There will
s @Fort McAllister State Park be a variety of plants for sale including natives, annuals and
2 co"vm‘:ﬁf{,‘fﬁéﬁfﬁﬁg Join us for an evening of outdoor fun! Campers will explore perennials, vegetables & succulents for sale. In addition, there
B : B e peeeenelll | eC0logy with hands-on activities, crafts, and games that bring will also be a bake sale and silent auction under the pavilion.
@fﬁllow Us od m%?g_:g;‘_jzg‘ée g?; ?5%%7'; 1 this science to life. Time: 9am-12pm
= = L TEOE Sat. April 4
Cost: $35 .| Cars&Coffee
Sat.'March 21 @Richmond Hill Historical Society Museum
T E L L U S | Spring Pop-Up;LJI{arket Bring your rare, unique, or vintage car and juncture family,
| @Belhaven T friends, and neighbors out to enjoy a morning of coffee,
WHY YOU L O m' | Comeoutfor aniaf %‘n:oﬁ’amily fun! Enjoy the Easter Pop-Up doughnuts, and camaraderie!
THIS MAGAZINE! i Market featuring local vendors and food trucks, meet the Faster Time: 9-11am
‘ Bunny,and joiniin on the eqg hunt! Sat. April 4
- Time: 10am-3pm Easter Egg Hunt
 Sun. March 22, Sat. March 28, & Sun. March 29 @Fort McAllster State Park
- FEasteron the Farm Bring an Easter basket and a picnic and spend the afternoon
i @Triple J. Stables & Petting Zoo enjoying our beautiful riverside park! The kiddos will try to hunt
Come out for some Easter fun on the farm! There will be. aHUGE down where that sneaky bunny hid those eggs. Pre-registration
«Easter egg hunt and pictures with the Easter bunny (times vary- is required. To register, please call calling 912-727-2339.
by day)! Enjoy the petting oo, horse rides, bounce house, train "~ Time: 10am
rides, archery, kids:axe throwingzgames, Walk in-parakeet aviary,- Cost: $10 per participant, parking fee required
vendors, jump pad, reptile exhibit, barnyard basketball, it Mon. April 6 - Wed. April 8
duck races and more. There will-besbaby goats, bunmes baby. Spring Break junior Ranger Camp
chicks, baby ducks &baby pigs! "~ @Fort McAllster State Park
Time: 3/22: 1-4pm, 3/28: 11am:5pm, & 3/29: 1-5pm Spend three days with the park rangers over Spring Break!
Cost: $16 per person Learn skills from the Civil War and outdoor skills such as archery,
www.bestversionmedia.com/feedback fishing, and hiking. For ages 6-12.
Time: 9am-2pm
PR ION MEDIA Cost: $110-payment is due upon registration

. More than 25 years of floor covering experience! Robin is proud to call the Richmond Hill community
d home and is excited to bring her depth of knowledge to your home.

Tile | Carpet | Hardwoo&

B Vinyl Plank | Waterproof Lamin:

Robin Nooner | Visit Robin at the
Local Flooring Specialist | CARPET STORE Plusy Showroom
360.556.2923 | 9366 Ford Avenue, Richmond Hill | carpetstoreplusga.com
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Whether it's a special
birthday, graduation party, or
retirement event, celebrate
milestone moments at
the Richmond Hill City Center.

912-445-0043
infoerichmondhillcitycenter.com
520 Cedar Street, Richmond Hill

www.richmondhillcitycenter.com

SEASONAL

Why People Love St.
Patrick’s Day, Even
If They’re Not leis

By McKenzie Blanchard ““““““\\“‘- il

very March, something happens in
Etowns and cities everywhere. Everything

suddenly turns green, local bars add
festive specials, and neighbors dust off their fun
sweaters, whether or not they have Irish roots.
St. Patrick’s Day has become one of those rare
celebrations that feels open to everyone, and
that’s exactly why people love it. Especially because you don't need a
family tree traced back to Ireland to feel included.

Part of St. Patrick’s Day’s charm is how simple it is. There’s no pressure to host
a big meal, exchange gifts, or follow a strict set of traditions. Participation can
be as small as wearing green or as social as attending a parade or gathering
with friends. For busy families and communities, that ease makes the holiday
more enjoyable.

At the local level, St. Patrick’s Day is about connection. It's parades
downtown, school activities, and community events that bring people
out of their routines. It's one of those days when running into someone
you know feels exciting instead of avoidable. The holiday encourages
conversation and shared experiences, something that always feels a
little special. St. Patrick’s Day has evolved into a celebration that invites
participation rather than limiting it. Irish culture is often associated with
warmth, humor, music, and storytelling, qualities that are loved across
cultures. Instead of feeling exclusive, the day feels generous, as though
everyone is welcome to take part.

There’s something universally appealing about a holiday centered on luck
and good fortune. Whether it's a blessing shared, a toast raised, or simply a
hopeful mindset, St. Patrick’s Day leans into optimism. In uncertain times,
those lighthearted feelings can feel especially meaningful.

For some, the holiday sparks curiosity about Irish history and traditions.
For others, it's simply about enjoying the moment. Either way, St. Patrick’s
Day proves that you don't have to be Irish to appreciate a day that brings
neighbors together, fills local businesses with energy, and reminds us
that sometimes, celebrating as a community is reason enough. Il
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