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First Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church to Host “Gospel on 
the Greens” Back to School Block Party at Forsyth Park

Shawn “J Chris” 
Christopher J.J. Hairston Antwan Smalls

	 First Tabernacle Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, led by 
Pastor André J. Osborne, will 
host the 5th Annual “Gospel 
on the Greens: Back to School 
Block Party,” a free communi-
ty outreach event, on Sunday, 
July 26th at 6:00 PM at Forsyth 
Park.

	 The event will pro-
vide 1,000 book bags filled 
with school supplies to local 
students, along with kid zones, 
food trucks, and live entertain-
ment for the entire family.
	 The evening will be 
hosted by Shawn “J Chris” 
Christopher, with a live concert 

headlined by gospel recording 
artist J.J. Hairston and Youth-
ful Praise. Additional perform-
ers include Antwan Smalls, Sy-
mone Wright, and DJ Wiggles.
	 “Gospel on the 
Greens” is sponsored by Feli-
cia Alston Ministries, William 
Henry Trucking, Your Local 

André J. Osborne

Ford Dealer, Patriot Indepen-
dent Insurance Partners, and 
Conn Law.
	 The event is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.firstta-
bernacle1898.com/GOTG.

Bryan County Chamber Of Commerce Invites Families To Back 
To School Expo At Richmond Hill City Center – July 21st

	 As students prepare 
to head back to the classroom, 
the Bryan County Chamber of 
Commerce is bringing together 
local businesses, organizations 
and community partners for an 
afternoon dedicated to helping 
families start the school year 
strong. The Back to School 
Expo will take place from 4 
PM to 7 PM, Tuesday, July 21st 
at the Richmond Hill City Cen-
ter, 520 Cedar St. 
	 This free commu-
nity event will feature local 
businesses and organizations 
offering school supplies, ed-
ucational resources, family 
services, giveaways, activities 
and information designed to 
support students, parents and 
educators before the first day 
of school. Families will have 
the opportunity to connect with 
healthcare providers, tutor-
ing and educational services, 
after-school programs, youth 
sports and dance organizations, 
retailers, nonprofit organiza-
tions, community resources 
and more—all in one conve-
nient location. The event also 
provides local businesses with 
a unique opportunity to en-
gage directly with hundreds of 
Bryan County families while 
showcasing products, services 
and programs that benefit the 
community.
	 “The Back to School 
Expo reflects what the Cham-
ber is all about—bringing 
businesses and our community 
together in meaningful ways,” 
said Erin Fountain, interim 
CEO of the Bryan County 
Chamber of Commerce. “As 
families prepare for a new 
school year, we’re proud to 
create an event where they can 
access valuable resources, dis-
cover local organizations and 
businesses, and celebrate the 
strong community partnerships 
that make Bryan County such 
a wonderful place to live, work 
and raise a family.”
	 Hosted at the Rich-
mond Hill City Center, the 
expo continues the venue’s 
commitment to serving as a 
gathering place for communi-
ty events that strengthen local 
connections.
	 “The Richmond Hill 
City Center was created to be 
a place where our community 
comes together, and the Back to 
School Expo is a perfect exam-
ple of that mission in action,” 
said April Cameron, general 
manager of the Richmond Hill 
City Center. “We’re excited to 
welcome families, businesses 
and community organizations 
for an event that helps students 

begin the school year with the 
resources, encouragement and 
support they need to succeed.”
	 Vendor and spon-
sorship opportunities remain 
available for businesses and 
organizations interested in par-
ticipating. 
	 For more informa-
tion about attending, becoming 
a vendor or sponsorship op-
portunities, contact the Bryan 
County Chamber of Commerce 
at (912) 756-3444 or visit the 
Chamber’s event calendar.

Millage Rate To Be Set July 15th; Property Tax 
Digest And Five Year History

	 The Savannah-Cha-
tham County Board of Edu-
cation does hereby announce 
that the millage rate will be set 
at a meeting to be held at the 
Jessie Collier Deloach Board 
Room of the Whitney Admin-
istrative Complex, 2 Laura 
Avenue, Savannah, Georgia on 
July 15, 2026 at 6:30 PM, and 
pursuant to the requirements of 

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32, does here-
by publish the following pre-
sentation of the current year’s 
tax digest and levy, along with 
the history of the tax digest and 
levy for the past five years.
	 Public access will be 
made possible via Livestream-
ing on the district’s YouTube 
Channel (www.youtube.com/
sccpsscommunications​).

Board of Public Education 
Adoption of Millage Rate 

July 15th at 6:30 PM
Jessie Collier DeLoach 

Board Room 
(Whitney Administrative 

Complex, Bldg. G) - 
2 Laura Avenue in 

Savannah, GA

Contact Us At Both Emails: newsroom@savannahtribune.com & 
tanyam@savannahtribune.com for Article Submissions. 

Contact Us At Both Emails: graphicdesign@savannahtribune.com 
& tanyam@savannahtribune.com for Advertising Submissions.

Hope Haven Continues 
Free Dementia Caregiver 

Education Series

Jill Costello

	 Hope Haven will 
present the next program in 
its Dementia Caregiver Edu-
cation Series on Tuesday, July 
28th, featuring “Demystifying 
Dementia: A Specialist’s Road-
map for the Dementia Caregiv-
er.” The free event will connect 
family caregivers with expert 
guidance, practical tools and 
local support services to help 
them navigate the dementia 
journey.
	 The event will be 
held in Cranmer Hall at 27 
W. Charlton St. Doors open 
at 10:30 AM, giving attendees 
an opportunity to meet with 
local organizations and enjoy 
breakfast nibbles before the 
presentation begins at 11 AM. 
Complimentary parking will be 
available.
	 Featured speaker Jill 
Costello, a dementia care navi-
gator with Hospice Savannah’s 
Edel Caregiver Institute, will 
provide a practical roadmap 
for families caring for a loved 
one with dementia. As a Certi-
fied Dementia Consultant, Jill 
will provide attendees with a 

deeper understanding of how 
dementia affects the brain, of-
fer valuable insight into the 
lived experience of those with 
dementia, and share practical 
caregiving strategies and effec-
tive communication techniques 
to support compassionate, per-
son-centered care.
	 “Knowledge gives 
caregivers confidence,” said 
Cathy Baxter, director of Hope 
Haven. “When families under-
stand dementia, they are better 
prepared to respond with pa-
tience, compassion and practi-
cal strategies. We hope every 
attendee leaves feeling encour-
aged, supported and connected 
with resources that can make a 
real difference.”
	 To help families build 
that support system, represen-
tatives from Hope Haven will 
be available before and after 
the presentation to share in-
formation about its dementia 
respite program. Additional 
community partners will in-
clude the Area Agency on 
Aging, Bouhan Falligant At-
torneys & Counselors at Law, 
Dr. Chris Rollwitz Counseling, 
and the Edel Caregiver Insti-
tute. Together, they will offer 
information on legal planning, 
counseling services, caregiver 
education, support groups, de-
mentia-specific skills training 
and other programs designed to 
support families throughout the 
caregiving journey.
	 The event is free and 
open to the public, but seating 
is limited and registration is 
required. Family caregivers, 
friends, health care profession-
als and anyone interested in 
learning more about dementia 
are encouraged to attend. To 
register, visit www.Savan-
nahRespite.com or call 912-
231-7310.

Introducing The Savannah 
Area Warehouse Dashboard

	 Local environmental 
organizations Savannah River-
keeper, Ogeechee Riverkeeper, 
and One Hundred Miles are 
introducing an improved Ware-
house Dashboard — an inter-
active tool developed to help 
community members, stake-
holders, and decision-makers 
visualize and understand the 
full scope of established indus-
trial facilities in the Greater Sa-
vannah Area. 
	 The dashboard in-
cludes a map & data illustrating 
some concerning truths about 
the Greater Savannah area’s 
expansive warehouse market. 
As of July 1, 2026, nearly 700 
individual developments have 
been charted on the dashboard, 
which includes completed fa-
cilities, facilities under con-
struction, and those slated to be 
built in the near future.
	 Industrial construc-
tion has accelerated dramat-
ically in Coastal Georgia in 
recent years. Sector market 
analysis confirms the region 
has experienced its highest va-
cancy rates of this decade over 
the past three years, hovering 
around 10 percent. 
	 The Warehouse 
Dashboard helps to visualize 
the sprawling footprint of in-
dustrial facilities surrounding 
the ports, which are increasing-
ly encroaching on the fragile 
habitats that act as buffers, and 
the coastal region’s vital flood-
plains. Continued industrial 
expansion threatens further 
harm to disappearing wetlands, 
green spaces, and natural areas 
in the region.
	 The dashboard pro-
vides a publicly accessible 
inventory with raw data, avail-
able to anyone. The tool is the 
most comprehensive Savan-

nah-region warehouse inven-
tory available to the public 
without a subscription. Entries 
include location, date of con-
struction, property owner, legal 
description, and square footage 
of the development, collated 
from available public records. 
Work on data collection for the 
tool was supported by a grant 
from the Sapelo Foundation.
	 Citizens, advocates, 
researchers, and decision-mak-
ers can use the Warehouse 
Dashboard to better understand 
and contextualize the region’s 
industrial market. By com-
bining information from mul-
tiple local governments and 
using Geographic Information 
System (GIS) tools to give a 
visual representation of how 
warehousing interacts with 
waterways and floodplains, the 
impacts of this warehousing 
boom are dramatically clear. 
This tool will help bridge the 
gap between dense technical 
development proposals and 
what this development looks 
like across communities.
	 The Warehouse 
Dashboard is intended to be 
a living, collaborative, com-
munity-supported resource. It 
has been built to improve vi-
sualization and understanding 
about the cumulative impacts 
of industrial development. Sa-
vannah Riverkeeper, Ogeechee 
Riverkeeper, and One Hundred 
Miles will continue to regularly 
update the data with collabora-
tion and input from the public. 
	 The Warehouse Dash-
board is available at: https://bit.
ly/3TfqIJd.
	 A survey for the pub-
lic to “Report a Development” 
is open for anyone to submit 
findings or concerns at https://
bit.ly/4vqOEXp.


